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ol wiml bl b0 dke the case for Divine
Strake, wielimg 1 demands 6 widen' the
“public’s inwedsumnend i the- fum-ulo the
aoizmwersia] wespom. teil, Lo lasde
ansimisred Wesnesdoy, :

The Diefenss Threst Reduction Agency
il the Marionsl Noclesr Sccurity Admin-
pabrstiin Ruve aEncod o a public infarmarion
ﬂimhnﬂu,ﬁwmh_.ﬁ?jl xS
sl itrs abuind e prgosed TH0-mn s
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“] amwery pleased that Idaho will have the
same opportunity as Mewada and Utah w
learn mare and lo YOICE OUT CONCENS 11 ways
that shouid have ¢ccurred much earlier in the
process, and in ways that should have
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occurred several decades ago
when tests in Nevada did impact
ldaho’s citizens,” said Sen. Larry
Craig, R-Idaho. in a stalement.
The session format will
resemble the series of mestings
held in Las Vegas, Sall Lske
City and St, George earlier this
month. An exact localion and
time have nol been announced,
DTRA spokeswoman Irene
Smith did not respend to
repealed requests for confima-

lion Wednesday,

An environmental ussess-
menl released in December con-
firmed ecritics’ fears that the
mushroom cloud generated fy
the open-air st would resps
pend latent radiation from previ-
ous nuclear experiments. B the
repart wnnd. b “mdipbopical
dose™ would nol ok o |
thal woukd pose = sEenifegn
ik — of requive furthes enve
ronmental review. The NNSA
will accepl public comment on
that document until Feb, 7

Craig, along with Sen. Mike
Crape, Rep, Mike Simpsen and

Rep. Bill Sali, wrole DTRA
Direcror James Tepmelia on Jan.
5 o demand adduinmal public
sessions on Divine Strake and
the environmeniel sudy. Thes
cited previous nuclear tesls that
“ereated mistrust, concem and
confusion in ldaho,”

A Nalienal Cancer Institute
repart released in 1997 listed sev-
eral counties in Idaho, Monlana
el Unh thas recerved significant
sy o radintion from nuclear
testy in the 1950s and 1960s.

*Clearly, 1dahoans need moare
answers congerming the Divine
Stfake expetiment. in large part

bhecuuse past tegts ar the Nevada
Test Site have led 10 the down-
winder effects of radiation.” said
Crapo on Wednesday. “While
there is no definitive proof that
this non-nuclear test will result
in the scaltering of radioacrive
material, 1 cannol suppor the
Divine Strake test until T see evi-
tence chat il will not bring harm
1o Edahoans.™

[daho  downwinders have
decried their exclusion {rom a
fesderal system of compensation
Il they:believe plays politics
wiih victims' health and safery.

“That's why 2 Jol of the down-

winders have slarted (o say what
We want is fustice, not more 'just
us.” meaning the 22 counties thal
are cavered (by the Radiation
Expasure Compensation Act).”
said ldahoan J. Preston Trumian,
drrector ‘of the group Down-
winders. -

The widening ring of piblic
involvement will make 1 diffi-
ciile For the ‘Peniagon to resume
paikenr lesting inthe fulure,
Treman said. T also sends a
message lo downwinders in St
Gearge that ity re nol alone.

“The mie you pay, the less
you can play, and then the more

they have 10 deal with the senti-
ments of the public,” he said
Alyson Heyrend, spokes-
woman far Rep, Jim Mathescn,
D-Utah, said Wednesday the
congressman s pushing for
additional Divine Strake public
meetings lo include everyone
affected by previous rests.
"Medical studies confirm that
radioactive falioul affected nearly
CVErY County mi Amenii msing
widespread concems shoul the
Bealth comoquences of il gu
enposire” she mid. “He onder
stands the public’s distrust of what
is planzned ar the Nevada Tes! Site”




